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Grade 4 English
Annual Learning Plan
Every unit, and every lesson inside it, for the whole school year. Nothing here is a summary: this is the list the

material is built from.

10

UNITS

90

LESSONS

50

DOCUMENTS

985

PRINTED PAGES

What this course is

For a child who reads well but writes in one long paragraph, and cannot yet say why a writer chose a word.

Grade 4 is where reading turns into evidence. The Reading File means you never have to buy or hunt for a

text: the passage, the questions and the writing task are all in the same pack.

How it is arranged

Ten units, in the order they are meant to be taught. Every unit contains the same set of documents: Reading File,

Study Book, Workbook, a skills document and a Unit Test. A unit is roughly a month of work at two classes a week,

so the ten units are a school year.

It is written to be province-neutral. It follows what a Canadian student is expected to know in Grade 4 English,

without being tied to the wording of one province.

What is not in it

There are no answers printed anywhere in this course. A child who can see the answer stops working out the

question, and the working is the point. Marking guides exist and they stay with the tutor.
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The year, unit by unit
Ten units, 90 lessons. The lesson names below are the real headings inside the Study Books.

WHEN UNIT THE LESSONS INS IDE  IT

Month 1 Comprehension Strategies What Good Readers Do, Predicting from Evidence, Asking Questions,

Making Pictures, Inference, Making Connections, Summarising, Reading

Non-Fiction, All Five Together

Month 2 Grammar and Sentence Types What Makes a Sentence, The Four Sentence Types, Simple, Compound,

Complex, The Four Word Jobs, Tenses That Stay Put, Subject and Verb

Agree, Marks That Change Meaning, Variety on Purpose, Editing Your Own

Writing

Month 3 Vocabulary and Word Study Words in Context, The Four Kinds of Clue, Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots,

Shades of Meaning, Two Words, One Sound, Using a Dictionary, Your Own

Word Bank

Month 4 Multi-Paragraph Writing What a Paragraph Is, The Topic Sentence, Supporting Sentences, The

Closing Sentence, Planning Before Writing, Linking Paragraphs, Openings

That Work, Endings That Land, Revising, Not Correcting

Month 5 Narrative Writing What Makes a Story, Characters Who Feel Real, Setting That Does a Job,

Planning a Plot, Openings That Hook, Writing Dialogue, Show, Do Not Tell,

Tension, Endings That Are Earned

Month 6 Informational Writing and

Research

What Information Writing Does, A Good Research Question, Facts and

Notes, In Your Own Words, Organising with Headings, Text Features, Is

This Source Any Good?, Words That Persuade, Writing the Report

Month 7 Poetry and Figurative Language What a Poem Does, Simile, Metaphor, Personification, Imagery, Sound,

Shape on the Page, Reading a Poem Aloud, Writing Your Own

Month 8 Novel Study Getting Into a Long Book, Character at the Start, Setting Across Chapters,

Want and Obstacle, Tracking Change, Theme, Personal Response, Book

Talk, Writing a Book Response

Month 9 Presentations and Media What Makes a Good Talk, Cue Cards, Voice and Body, Listening Properly,

What Media Is, How Adverts Work, Fact, Opinion, Framing, Making Your

Own, Feedback

Month 10 Review Comprehension, Grammar and Sentences, Vocabulary and Word Study,

Paragraphs, Narrative Writing, Information and Research, Poetry, The

Novel, Speaking and Media
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Tests, and what you can see

Assessment plan

WHAT WHEN COVERS

Unit test End of each unit The nine lessons of that unit, nothing from outside it.

Term 1 After Unit 3 Units 1 to 3 together.

Term 2 After Unit 6 Units 4 to 6, with Units 1 to 3 assumed.

Term 3 After Unit 9 Units 7 to 9, with everything before it assumed.

Final End of Unit 10 The whole year, in one assessment.

How to use the year

Take one unit at a time and keep the order. Read the Study Book lesson first, because it teaches: one idea, a

picture, a worked example, and the words to say. Then your child does the Workbook page that follows it. Keep

the unit test for the end of the unit rather than partway through, so it measures the unit and not the lesson.

Print one unit at a time. Everything is built for ordinary letter paper, 8.5 by 11 inches.

What comes with the pack

✓ 50 printable documents, 985 pages

✓ Ten unit tests and one annual assessment

✓ This plan, so you always know where you are

✓ Unit 1 free, before you decide anything

If the explaining is the hard part

VA Classes teaches Canadian students one to one, online, in Math, Science, English and Coding. The first class is

free, and the tutor works from this same material. vaclasses.live
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